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Warden’s Message
Name:

Change of Address/E-mail? Please Let Us Know!

Church camps were once a regular part of growing up Anglican.
Most are gone now. One of the few such treasures remaining is
Camp Bretondean on the Mira River. There, the parishes of the
Cape Breton Region hosted our annual meeting in 2019. Visitors
stayed overnight in the bunk houses. Folks were entertained by
Cape Breton musicians and singers. Everyone came away well
fed, physically and spiritually. The Reverend Carolyn Sharpe
from Neil’s Harbour preached at the Eucharist. The business part
of the meeting, updated and redacted Association documents to
the name change, Licensed Lay Minister, which had just passed at
Synod. In the afternoon we “Walked Through” the BAS Morning
Prayer office led by Rose Marie and Ted MacDonald from the
Parish of Brooklyn. Overall, it was a very productive event. A
good time was had by all.
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“People say you don’t know what you’ve got till it’s
gone, but the truth is you just never thought you’d
ever lose it.“ Taylor Swift
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“You don’t know what you’ve got
till it’s gone.” The Fall Conference featured workshops on grief.
Two social workers, Kevin Mason and Cheryl Thompson, led
discussions around how people
deal with loss. The focus was on
both the personal and the general.
Participants found encouragement
and hope through the conversation.

Spring This
2020issue contains information for the upcoming Spring AGM
Diakonia

Our Lady of Hope Retreat Centre is
a beautiful facility with spacious
grounds in Stanley, PEI. Groups that
frequent the place were asked if they
would provide a rest station along a
prayer walk now under construction.
The Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association agreed. A statue was
purchased of the Pietà, a representation of the Virgin
Mary cradling her dead son Jesus after the crucifixion. A
local grounds company was hired to clear an area and
build a base and bench. Despite damage by a wind storm
a few days before, we were able to dedicate the statute and prayer
station on the last day of the Fall Conference, 14th September. Delivery of the statue was through arrangements made by Our Lady
of Hope. The date of its arrival at the Retreat Centre was 15th August. Those who follow the church calendar can appreciate the
timing: the statue was delivered on the Feast of St. Mary and was
dedicated on Holy Cross Day.
Marilyn Massie-Clarke is our new President. Matthew Miller is
Vice President. Appreciation is extended to both of them as well
as each Regional Representative for their willingness to step into
key positions. Victoria Henrikson continues to fill the vital role of
Secretary and Diakonia Editor. Special kudos to Wayne Hamlin
our long-serving Treasurer. He is conscientious, personable, meticulous, and honest. This year marks his fiftieth anniversary of
holding a license in lay ministry. My personal thanks to Past President, David Harrison, for helping us develop a new website
along with being our chief gadget and technology expert. Last but
not least I owe a debt of gratitude to Licensed Lay Ministers in
this Diocese for all you do. Well done good and faithful servants.
Yours in Christ,
Archdeacon Thomas W. Henderson, Warden
Licensed Lay Ministers
of the Diocese of Nova Scotia & Prince Edward Island
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2020 Spring AGM
Registration Form
Date:

Saturday June 6

Location:

Anglican Church of the Apostles
6670 Bayers Road, Halifax

Start Time:

9am Eucharist
10 am Registration
11 am Annual General Meeting,
Lunch followed by an afternoon Workshop

Closing:

3pm

Registration Fee:

$15
NOTE: Pre-registration is required

Name:

_________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________
_________________________________________ PC: __________
Phone:

___________

E-mail: ____________________________________

Parish:

___________________________ Region: _____________________

Amount Enclosed: $_________
Make your cheque payable to: Diocesan Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association

Mail your registration form & cheque to: Wayne Hamlin
28 Overlook Road
Kentville, NS B2N 2P4

Lord, please help us trust Your abundant
love and generosity, so we can give to
others as You so faithfully give to us.
Diakonia
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President’s Message

PLEASE NOTE
At this time, due to the Covid 19 Virus, we are
unable to indicate with any certainty whether
or not the Annual General Meeting scheduled
for June 6 2020 will go ahead as planned.
As soon as a directive is received from the
Archbishop of our Diocese indicating that meetings can go ahead as planned, we will notify
all those on our Database.
Until such time, please reach out to any member of the Executive or Area Representative to
let us know if there is anything we can be of
help with.
Victoria Henrikson, Secretary to
The Board of Standards and Executive
March 2020

When was the last time you were in the desert? I don’t mean an
actual desert, but rather a personal desert, whether physical, emotional or spiritual. With the current COVID 19
situation we are being asked to “self-isolate”, in
effect, we are being asked to enter a social desert.
Ironically, now is the time we are passing through
Lent – our own spiritual re-enactment of Jesus’s
time in the Judean desert.
Had Jesus planned to go to John, His cousin, ask to be baptized
and then trek through the desert; in all likelihood, no. We are told
that it was a sudden decision. He takes no water, food, special
clothing, companionship or means of transportation. On the surface He appears to be unprepared and lacking in
provisions. He has nothing but His deep and
abiding faith that God will sustain Him on this
first of many journeys. He is tempted by Satan,
but knows beyond reason that He doesn’t need
anything offered. His journey of seeking guidance and self-reflection provides Him with the strength for the
path He realizes He must take.
We are sometimes thrown into what we perceive as our own personal desert; a medical, physical or emotional upheaval: there is a
health threat, we break a bone or we suffer emotional trauma.
However, we know we are not alone. We know through our unity
of faith – faith as Christians, faith as Licensed Lay Ministers –
that we have each other and we have been given the spiritual
tools to sustain us in this time, this world and the time to come.
It is exciting that our journey as Licensed Lay Ministers continues to evolve and mature. We recognize that we are called and
encouraged to do more than we had at first expected. We are extremely lucky. Our training for our ministry is “dynamic” in that
we are refining and expanding the resources we were provided to
ensure both a solid foundation and spiritual strength. Our Board
of Standards continues the process of reviewing our handbook
guidelines to keep current with our changing times. Our Fall Re-
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treat provides an annual opportunity for fellowship and united
growth. Yes, we are truly blessed.
May we all grow in faith, acknowledge our bounty and rejoice
together as one.
Wishing you all many blessings and much happiness,
Marilyn Massie-Clarke
Association President

If we should meet and you forget
me, you have lost nothing. But, if
you meet Jesus and forget Him, you
have lost everything.
“Love one another” John 13:34
Remember the Lord loves you unconditionally. He cherishes you for
who you are. He praises your good
works and rejoices in your accomplishments. He believes in you. His
love for you has and always will ENDURE.

Licensed Lay Ministers’ Prayer

Br. Jim Woodrum
Society of Saint John the Evangelist

Loving and eternal God, who through your Son, Jesus
Christ, calls your people and sends them forth to witness
and serve in your name, bless each member of the
Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association of this Diocese.
Give us grace that we, walking in the footsteps of your
Son, and being filled and strengthened by your Holy
Spirit, may serve you and your Church as faithful
stewards in the ministry to which we are called and, by
our example, enable others to know and love you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Blessing

What you’re searching for, you already know. God has blessed us with
this amazing life, with eyes to see, ears to hear, a mind to discern, and
a heart in which to perceive the living presence of God in our midst.

Diakonia
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"A Perfect Mistake"

Licensed Lay Ministers
Ribbons, Medallions and Pins
NOTE: We have NEW medallions reflecting the new
title - Licensed Lay Minister.
Medallions can be purchased for $10.00 each.
Ribbons (blue or purple) are $5.00 each.
A decision has yet to be made regarding the creation
of new pins. However, the older pin is still available for
purchase at $5.00 each.

Dennis Eisan
1309 Main Street
Dartmouth, NS B2Z 1B2

b) Telephone

(902) 435-6217

c) E-mail

dennislinda@ns.sympatico.ca

A small shipping fee will be added to the cost to cover mailing
costs, for example, $2.00 for mailing one medallion and ribbon.

Upcoming 2020 Date to Place on your Calendar
Due to the Covid-19 virus, we are unsure if the speaker will
be able to make the Fall Conference. Stay tuned for more information about the Conference which will be held at Our
Lady of Hope Retreat Center Stanley Bridge. PEI in October
2020. For those with email the information with be sent to
you, for those receiving by mail, please check our website or
ask another Licensed Lay Monister in your Parish to share
the information with you.
Diakonia
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The Great Depression was at its height and Grandpa had six children.
He had spent $20 for those glasses that very morning. He was really
upset by the thought of having to buy another pair. “It’s not fair,” he
told God as he drove home in frustration. “I’ve been very faithful in
giving of my time and money to your work, and now this.”
Months later, the director of the orphanage was on furlough in the United States. He wanted to visit all the churches that supported him in China, so he came to speak one Sunday at my grandfather’s small church in
Chicago.

These items can be ordered through Dennis Eisan using
any of the following methods:
a) Canada Post

My mother’s father worked as a carpenter. On this particular day, he
was building some crates for the clothes his church was sending to orphanages in China. On his way home, he reached into his shirt pocket to
find his glasses, but they were gone. When he mentally replayed his
earlier actions, he realized what had happened; the glasses had slipped
out of his pocket unnoticed and fallen into one of the crates, which he
had nailed shut. His brand new glasses were heading for China!

Spring 2020

The missionary began by thanking the people for their faithfulness in
supporting the orphanage. “But most of all,” he said, “I must thank you
for the glasses you sent last year. You see, the Communists had just
swept through the orphanage, destroying everything, including my
glasses. I was desperate. Even if I had the money, there was simply no
way of replacing those glasses. Along with not being able to see well, I
experienced headaches every day, so my coworkers and I were much in
prayer about this. Then your crates arrived. When my staff removed the
covers, they found a pair of glasses wedged between two blankets.
The missionary paused long enough to let his words sink in. Then, still
gripped with the wonder of it all, he continued: “Folks, when I tried on
the glasses, it was as though they had been custom made just for me! I
want to thank you for being a part of that.”
The people listened, happy for the miraculous glasses. But the missionary surely must have confused their church with another, they thought.
There were no glasses on their list of items to be sent overseas. But sitting quietly in the back, with tears streaming down his face, an ordinary
carpenter realized the Master Carpenter had used him in an extraordinary way.
--by Cheryl Walterman Stewart
Spring 2020
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REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
CAPE BRETON

Lord, help me to turn to You in the midst of my busyness
and life’s distractions. Thank You for always being here,
ready to catch me.

Greetings from Cape Breton Region - Our Region consists of
six parishes - Neil’s Harbour/Ingonish, Trinity (Sydney Mines)
with Baddeck, St. John the Baptist North Sydney, Resurrection
(Sydney and Louisbourg), St. Alban’s (Sydney), Collieries
(Glace Bay, New Waterford, Dominion, Port Morien, South
Head). Our parishes like many in our Diocese and the country are
struggling with declining attendance and an aging congregation.

Lord, thanks for demonstrating Your endless love to Your
people, in our lives and through the words You preserved
in Scripture.

All our Licensed Lay Ministers are very busy assisting our
Priests, from conducting Morning Prayer services to assisting at
Holy Eucharist, Funerals, Baptisms, Sermons, Prayers of the
People and Readings, as well as holding offices on Parish Councils and other Committees.

Thank You, Lord, for being my guide through troubled waters. Help me to trust You even when the journey is wild
and scary.

The Collieries Parish has begun holding training sessions for four
new Lay Ministers-in-Training which is also open to all Licensed
Lay Ministers for refresher training. The Collieries hope to have
a two individuals interested in attending the Conference at Our
Lady of Hope, PEI.
As Cape Breton Representative, I have been up-dating (with excitement) all parishes at CB Regional Council about the Conference and AGM . My hope is that parishes will send at least one
or two.
Blessings from all!
Georgina Granchelli
CHEBUCTO
Parish of Emmanuel, Spryfield - Halifax
The Licensed Lay Ministers at Emmanuel are assisting with worship, by leading prayers, reading, helping administer communion
and serving.
They all belong to the Spiritual Development Team and assist the
Rector in planning worship, decorating the church, and generally
organizing any spiritual type activities in the church.
Diakonia
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Lord, help me to tackle everything on my plate today with
grace, enthusiasm, and joy, knowing that my attitude may
affect others in ways I’m not even aware of.

Lord, we have so many questions about life and its unfairness. You have shown Yourself good to us. Help us to trust
You for what we cannot understand.
God in heaven, we are awed by Your love for us that never
changes, never fails, and never ends. We praise You for
demonstrating Your limitless love for us through Jesus our
Savior and Lord.
Lord, please equip me with Your strength to persevere and
finish the tasks You’ve given me. May my labors bring You
glory.
Lord God, thank You for being the light in the darkness.
Bring hope when I’m sad and confused and help me to see
Your glory.
God, thank You for loving us so much. Help us to do as Jesus said with everything that’s on our hearts; to ask, seek,
and knock in our relationship with You.
Lord, please help us trust Your abundant love and generosity, so we can give to others as You so faithfully give to
us.

Spring 2020
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One of our Licensed Lay Ministers is leading a
small group called Coffee Break, which is a community building discussion group. We also have a Day
of Enrichment: a full-day retreat which includes all
the Licensed Lay Ministers. Our ministry also lead in the Carols
and Devotions service, preparing and leading worship on the Sunday after Christmas.

Regional Representatives
as of June 2019

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND — Vacant
CAPE BRETON — Georgie Granchelli
115 Patrick Avenue
Sydney, NS B1P 3G6
902-562-7909
georgieg902@gmail.com

Licensed Lay Ministers also use their gifts by:
▪ teaching the Baptismal preparation classes
▪ providing training for new Servers and Eucharistic ministers
▪ leading Bible Study during Advent and Lent
▪ co-leading a bi-weekly prayer group
▪ pastoral visiting, home communions and assisting the
Rector with nursing home services

CHEBUCTO — Sherry Smith
6027 Leeds Street
Halifax, NS B3K 2T6
902-445-2161
sherry0408smith@gmail.com
CHIGNECTO — Anne Williams
2200 Hwy 2
Milford, NS B0M 1Y0
902-236-2208
s.sheck@eastlink.ca

St Margaret of Scotland Anglican Church - Halifax
2019 was another year of new beginnings and a resurrection of a
number of old initiatives for the Parish and we are very excited!

DARTMOUTH — Barbara Bergeron
163 Riding Road
Eastern Passage, NS B3G 0E1
902-462-4885
barbarajbergeron@gmail.com

A new Missional Initiatives Committee was developed and it was
decided to get back into serving at St. George’s Soup Kitchen by
participating last April and then again in October. Monthly services are being conducted at Samuel Prince Manor on Novalea
Drive in Halifax.

EASTERN SHORE — Judy Beaver
15953 Hwy #7
Murphy Cove NS B0J 3H0
902-772-2053
judybeaver8@hotmail.com
FORT SACKVILLE — Vacant

In November, members of the Youth Group handed out gift cards
at a local restaurant as a way of encouraging people to “pay it forward” and to raise the Parish’s profile in the community.
“Welcome Bags” full of lots of goodies have been prepared for
new residents who have recently moved into our neighbourhood!

NORTHUMBRIA — Deborah Beck
2776 Three Brooks Road, Box 2047
Pictou NS B0K 1H0
902-753-6003
dlou04@gmail.com
SOUTH SHORE — Roger Demone
24 Orphans Home Road
Oakhill, NS B4V 0E1
902-543-5753
rogerdemone48@gmail.com

The community garden did very well last year; so well in fact that
a number of new beds are being created for folks to plant their
vegetables this year.

VALLEY — Ted Macdonald
64 Charlet Crescent
RR#1 Ellershouse, NS B0N 1L0
902-757-0416
tedandmarie@eastlink.ca

Diakonia
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The Parish has hired a new Musical Director and
has already seen and now feel a new resurgence in
our choir and in the congregation!
Spring 2020
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Three members of the congregation have been attending a Lay
Ministry-in-Training program at the Cathedral Church of All
Saints under the direction of The Rev. Michell Bull.
CHIGNECTO
The Licensed Lay Ministers in the Region have been quite busy,
both over the Advent/Christmas season, and will be for the Lenten and Easter Seasons, as there are more services at these seasons in which they have an active part.
Several parishes are without a permanent Rector, having a Priestin-Charge or a Visiting Priest. This means some adaptations to
the regular services are necessary.

Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association Executive
as of March 2020

WARDEN — The Rev. Tom Henderson
76 Old Halifax Road. West
Three Mile Plains, NS B0N 2T0
902-798-8921
t_w_henderson@hotmail.com
PRESIDENT — Marilyn Massie-Clarke
250 Crichton Avenue
Dartmouth, NS B3A 3S1
902-466-5558
marilynmassieclarke@gmail.com
VICE-PRESIDENT — Matthew Miller
27 Stoney Brook Court, Apt. #810
Halifax, NS B3M 3K5 matthew.miller@live.ca

Often the Licensed Lay Ministers are called upon to lead the services on Sunday mornings as is the case regularly in the churches
of Northumbria, Shubenacadie, Parrsboro and Springhill while
their Priest is ill. This includes doing the Homily as well as doing
the Prayers of the People and the Readings. Fortunately several
members of the congregation also do the Prayers of the People
and the Readings.

PAST-PRESIDENT — David Harrison
3252 Trafalgar Road
RR#1 Hopewell, NS B0K 1C0
902-923-2902
djh@djharrison.ca

Most of the rural churches in the Chignecto Region have small
congregations due to aging and health issues, which is also an
concern with our Licensed Lay Ministers.

TREASURER — Wayne Hamlin
28 Overlook Road
Kentville, NS B2N 2P4
902-678-1238
waymar@ns.sympatico.ca

St. John's Church, Truro had two Licensed Lay Ministers retire
due to poor health, as did Christ Church, Amherst
where four Lay Ministers retired. St. James, Shubenacadie lost a long time member who was still
serving at age 90, till ill heath prevented her doing
so, just a few months before her death last Spring.
Last summer the members of St. John the Baptist in Scotsburn
hosted musical evenings, with local musicians, in informal worship services. They also had a series of informative speakers talk
about various subjects - the environment, the labyrinth and also,
the Chaplin from a Women's prison spoke about her work there.

Diakonia
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SECRETARY — Victoria Henrikson
1 Beck’s Way
Dartmouth, NS B2V 2C3
902-462-2575
butterfly1@hfx.eastlink.ca

DIAKONIA EDITOR — Victoria Henrikson
(see contact information above)
WEBMASTER — David Harrison
(see contact information above)
Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association website address is:

www.nspeilayreaders.ca

A new website is currently under construction and in the near
future will be available at:

www.licensedlayministersnspei.ca

Spring 2020
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Board of Standard’s Membership
as of March 2020

WARDEN — The Rev. Tom Henderson
76 Old Halifax Road. West
Three Miles Plains, NS B0N 2T0
902-798-8921
t_w_henderson@hotmail.com
CLERGY REP — The Rev. Darlene Jewers
Anglican Churches of Pictou County
PO Box 1350
Stellarton, NS B0K 1S0
902-921-1100
revdarlenejewers@gmail.com

In Scotsburn, the congregation has been alternating their worship
each month during the winter with the United Church, with the
service being led by the church they meet in. At Easter each congregation will worship in their own building.
At Christ Church, Amherst, the Licensed Lay Ministers participated in the ladies Advent evening. Praise and worship, poetry
and readings were part of the program.

PRESIDENT — Marilyn Massie-Clarke
250 Crichton Avenue
Dartmouth, NS B3A 3S1
902-466-5558
marilynmassieclarke@gmail.com
VICE-PRESIDENT — Matthew Miller
27 Stoney Brook Court, Apt. #810
Halifax, NS B3M 3K5 matthew.miller@live.ca
PAST-PRESIDENT — David Harrison
3252 Trafalgar Road
RR#1 Hopewell, NS B0K 1C0
902-923-2902
djh@djharrison.ca

There are four members of the congregation at St. John's in Truro
who have started the Lay Minister-in-Training program. The Licensed Lay Ministers there also take afternoon services, on a rotating basis, once a month at the local nursing home

SECRETARY — Victoria Henrikson
1 Beck’s Way
Dartmouth, NS B2V 2C3
902-462-2575
butterfly1@hfx.eastlink.ca

Most Licensed Lay Ministers in the Region are also involved in
other activities within the Church, be it Altar Guild, ACW, Choir,
Bible Study Groups or Men's groups and Lenten Studies, etc.
They are very much involved in the life of the Church and often
of their Communities.

MEMBER AT LARGE — Ted MacDonald
64 Charlet Crescent
RR#1 Ellershouse, NS B0N 1L0
902-757-0416
tedandmarie@eastlink.ca

Thanks be to God for their energy!

MEMBER AT LARGE — Gerald Nelson
8 Pauline Crescent
Dartmouth, NS B2W 2A6
902-434-3658
genelson@ns.sympatico.ca
MEMBER AT LARGE — Anne Williams
2200 Hwy 2
Milford, NS B0M 1Y0
902-236-2208
s.sheck@eastlink.ca
VSST MEMBER — Wayne Hamlin
28 Overlook Road
Kentville, NS B2N 2P4
902-678-1238
waymar@ns.sympatico.ca
Diakonia

EFM course.

There are four new Lay Ministers-in-Training
there. There are also four Licensed Lay Ministers taking the EFM course. Two members of
St. George's in Parrboro and one from St
James in Shubenacadie are also taking the
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Respectfully submitted
Anne Williams
DARTMOUTH
Greetings from the Archdeaconry of Dartmouth! I am the new
Dartmouth Area representative, having just taken over for Billie
Myers who retired from this role recently. I am still creating links
with the Parishes in my area, and looking forward to meeting new
people and understanding more about what goes on in these Parishes.
Spring 2020
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Christ Church, Dartmouth - One Licensed Lay Minister and
one Lay Minister-in-Training continue with the regular ministry
schedule and responsibilities. During Lent, a Licensed Lay Minister leads Evening prayer, often preaching throughout Lent. Recently a long-time Licensed Lay Minster, Joan Halsey, retired
from her duties after over thirty years of ministry in the Diocese. Joan has been a blessing as her ministry and leadership
have inspired other parishioners to discern their calling to this
ministry. At this time, Rev. Kyle Wagner, Rector is training new
lay ministers, as we seek to grow this ministry in the Parish.

11. New Business

Church of Saint Andrew, Cole Harbour - We give thanks! The
time and energy dedicated to ministry is a testament to the fact
that each one of us responds to God’s call to serve and it is very
much part of who we are as individuals. We give thanks for the
support Archdeacon Katherine and the ministry Team gives the
Licensed Lay Ministers. Many of the Licensed Lay Ministers
have taken on leadership roles in the Parish such as SafeR
Church, Coordinator of the Lay Minister–in-Training program
for the Dartmouth Region, Prayer Circle Ministry, Nursing Home
worship services, Member of the Liturgy Committee, Property
and Grounds Committee, Server-in-Training Program, Pastoral
Care and Home Communion and the list goes on.

12. Members’ Concerns

We nurture and support! Over the past year the Licensed Lay
Ministers have been meeting regularly with Archdeacon Bourbonniere to develop collegiality within the community of Licensed Lay Ministers in the Parish. We pray,
we discuss concerns and look at options of how we
may best address concerns/issues; and we participate
in the Revive Program developed by The Reverend
Dawn Davies. Good discussion, growing respect and support for
one another are some of the benefits of these gatherings. At the
November meeting we agreed to organize a Healing Service for
the Dartmouth Region in the Spring. It is hoped that Licensed
Lay Ministers in the Dartmouth Region will respond to the invitation to participate in both the planning and service.

a) Fall Conference 2019 – Cheryl Thompson and Bruce
Mason will be speaking on the topic of “Grief”.
b) Prayer Station – The Rev. Tom reported that a walking
trail and prayer station at our Lady of Hope Retreat Center in
PEI will hopefully be ready for the Fall Conference. There
will be a prayer station with a pieta and a bench which has
been approved by the Association Executive.

There were no concerns expressed by those gathered.
13. Location for Next Year’s AGM
Matthew Miller indicated he had obtained permission from
his Parish to invite the Association to hold its AGM on June
6, 2020, beginning at 9 am at the Anglican Church of the
Apostles, Halifax.
It was moved by Matthew Miller and second by Victoria Henrikson to accept the invitation of the Anglican Church of the
Apostles to hold the next AGM there on June 6, 2020.
Motion Carried
14. Adjournment and Grace
Those gathered were reminded that following lunch, the afternoon session on BAS Morning Prayer would begin at 1 pm. A
hearty thank you was extended to the Parish of the Resurrection in Sydney for organizing this year’s AGM.
Ted MacDonald moved to adjourn at 12:20 pm.

We celebrate! Shirley Williams was presented with a Recognition
of Service Certificate in appreciation of her many years of dedicated service in this ministry in our Parish. Shirley has also

Respectfully submitted,
Victoria Henrikson
Secretary to the Board of Standards and Executive of the
Diocesan Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association

Diakonia
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Halifax, be elected as Vice President of the Association.
Motion Carried
Area Representative – Dartmouth Region – The Rev. Tom
pointed out that the Association is looking for an Area Representative for the Dartmouth Region due to the recent resignation of Billie Myers. He stated that the Executive would look
for a replacement.
Area Representative – Chebucto Region – With the election
of Matthew Miller as Vice President, this created a vacancy in
this Region.
Therefore, it was moved by Matthew Miller and seconded by
Georgie Granchelli that Sherry Smith be elected as the Area
Representative for the Chebucto Region. Motion Carried
Website Manager – The Rev. Tom stated that David Harrison indicated he would like to see someone take over the duties of Website Manager, Matthew Miller offered to take on
that responsibility.
It was then moved by Georgie Granchelli and seconded by
Sherry Smith that Matthew Miller be elected as the Website
Manager. Motion Carried

Board of Standards – Members at Large – In the event that
there is a resignation of any of the Members at Large (3), The
Rev. Tom asked if anyone would be interested in serving in
that capacity should the need arise. Ted MacDonald indicated
his interest in this position.
It was therefore moved by Wayne Hamlin and seconded by
Sherry Smith that Ted MacDonald be elected to serve as a
Board of Standards Member-at-Large should a vacancy occur
prior to the next AGM. Motion Carried

Diakonia
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served as President, Vice President, and Past President of the Diocesan Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association (formerly Lay Readers’ Association); she served on the Board of Standards for the
Diocesan Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association as well. We give
thanks for her presence and service.
Behold! Our journey continues and as the year unfolds we pray
that we continue to hear and discern what God calls us to do in
this place at this time. The Licensed Lay Ministers give thanks
for the many blessings that the Parish has been given. Readers of
the Diakonia we ask you to pray for us!
Church of the Holy Spirit, Dartmouth - The Parish is blessed
to have seven active Licensed Lay Ministers in the congregation.
Home Communion is taken to residents of the Berkeley twice a
month. The service is led by the Licensed Lay Ministers and is
attended by four to ten residents. Two or three hymns are included. One of our Licensed Lay Ministers leads services at the Admiral. One of our Licensed Lay Ministers assists The
Reverend Edwin Ebsary with the 8 a.m. Sunday service and the Wednesday afternoon Holy Communion
service for seniors.
At the 10 a.m. Sunday Family service all Licensed Lay Ministers
take turns reading and administering the elements. All have occasionally preached. In addition to these ministries, thy are also involved in the Food Bank, Parish Council, various committees,
Choir, Altar Guild, Mothers’ Union, and ACW. By the Grace of
God, all wish to continue to serve in these ministries as well as in
liturgical services.
Holy Trinity Emmanuel, Dartmouth has two Licensed Lay
Ministers. Alphonse has been licensed for 21 years in this Diocese, with a previous 14 years in Isle-Aux-Morts, Newfoundland.
He celebrated his 35th Anniversary as Licensed Lay Minister on
the first Sunday in January 2020. Joanne is new to the role, having trained for a couple of years, receiving her license a year ago.
She has become much more comfortable in this role. Alphonse
thanks God for this calling and hopes to continue for many more
years. He and Joanne make a good team serving the congregation
in their Parish and help their Priest by conducting services, visitSpring 2020
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ing the sick, and doing whatever has to be done during his summer vacation. They both look forward to conducting services
during the year and having a chance to preach every now and
then. They send a Special Thank You to The Rev. Kees Zwanenburg for giving them these wonderful opportunities.
St. Alban’s, Woodside has three Licensed Lay Ministers. All
three assist, on a rotating basis, with the two Sunday services.
They write and deliver the Prayers of the People, lead other prayers, read scripture, administer Communion, assist at funerals, and
lead Morning Prayer. In
December 2019, the Parish welcomed a new Priest-in-Charge
who is working half time. With this recent change, the three Licensed Lay Ministers have agreed to lead Morning Prayer services on a more regular basis. At these services, they lead the
prayers as well as preach. They are also active members of the
Parish, and the congregation greatly appreciates their leadership.
St. Andrew’s, Lock’s Road - There are two Licensed Lay Ministers under the leadership of The Reverend Robert Richmond. In
time, they may have another person join this team. Currently they
alternate roles during Sunday worship which include assisting the
Rector during regular and special services. One Licensed Lay
Minister offers Prayers of the People once every three weeks and
is part of the Parish Partnering Committee with St. Luke’s
Church and also does her share of fundraising. Another serves on
the Worship Committee and is the lead on the Ways and Means
committee. Both assist during the Lenten Chowder
Lunches and both are church Wardens. They both
have led a Morning Prayer service as well as leading
the service for Hanging of the Greens as well as the
Lessons and Carols service. They are both active in their parish
community and enjoy being a part of this loving faith family.
St. John’s Westphal currently has three Licensed Lay Ministers.
They have been carrying out lay ministry under the oversight of
The Rev. Mike Foley, Priest-in-Charge, since the sudden and unexpected passing of their Rector, The Rev. Bruce Murray last
Spring They have just selected a Parochial Committee, to begin
the process of finding and appointing a new 60% time rector.
Diakonia
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b) Review of the Books for the year April 1, 2018 to
March 31, 2019
It was noted that the books had been reviewed and a letter
was received from Cecil M. Verge to that effect dated April
19, 2019 and included in the package of information provided
to all participants.
c) Budget for April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020
In order to bring the discussion to the floor, it was moved by
Wayne Hamlin and seconded by Shirley Samson that the
Budget for April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020, be accepted as
presented.
A question was asked as to why the “forward balance” in the
budget was different from the Financial Statement. Wayne
said to look at the “reserve” figure. Motion Carried.
d) Appointment of Auditor for 2019-2020
It was moved by Wayne Hamlin and seconded by Florence
Ripley, that Cecil Verge be appointed auditor for the next fiscal year. Motion Carried
10. Elections
President - The current Vice President, Marilyn MassieClarke automatically moves into the position of President.
The Immediate Past President, David Harrison, will automatically remain on the Executive.
Vice President – Position needs to be filled.
It was moved by Wayne Hamlin and seconded by Jerry
Cavanagh that Matthew Miller of The Church of the Apostle,
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d. Diakonia – This report was included in the AGM 2019
booklet handed out.
It was moved by David Keeping and seconded by Wayne
Hamlin that all the reports be accepted as presented.
Motion Carried
7. Updated By-Laws and Constitution

The Rev. Tom indicated that the By-Laws and Constitution
has been updated to include the name changes, wording and
information on the Board of Standards, which was missing
from the document.
8. Permission to use Redacted Association documents
The Rev. Tom asked permission of the AGM to use all redacted documents of the Association with the change of name
incorporated.

One Licensed Lay Minister continues to assist at the altar, and
administer the chalice and along with another Licensed Lay Minister and both continue to process with
the Priest for the Gospel reading. One Licensed Lay
Minister is part of the worship team, reads scripture
on a regular basis, and occasionally prepares Prayers
of the People. Several people from the congregation
do a wonderful job preparing Prayers of the People
and leading in prayer.
Wednesday Morning prayer at the church is led by a Licensed
Lay Minister who often chooses a liturgy from the Wee Worship
Book to fit with the day’s scripture reading or Saint’s day. Music
and meaningful discussion takes place around the scriptures of
the day, as well. Monday night Bible Study is led by a Licensed
Lay Minister at the home of a Parishioner with the other two Licensed Lay Ministers attending. There is a Thursday Morning Bible study/discussion which is attended by a Licensed Lay Minister when possible.

a) Financial Report for April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019

Another Licensed Lay Minister assists at funerals and another
involved in music prep for these and other services. One of the
Licensed Lay Ministers oversees a great deal of what happens in
the Parish. Two participate in Spiritual Development and are actively involved in planning worship services for special occasions. Recently the Parish had a special service to celebrate Women’s Ministry Sunday and were pleased to have The Rev. Tricia
Ingram join us to speak on the role of women in ministry and the
musical group Riversong led in song. At this service, members of
the Spiritual Development team, made a presentation to the
Parish’s two wonderful greeters, Gwen and Gerine with a special
tribute of love and gratitude for their special ministry of warmth
and welcome at St. John’s.

The Financial Statement April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019;
was included in the package of information given to all participants. It was, therefore, moved by Wayne Hamlin and seconded by Ted MacDonald that the Financial Statement for
the period April 1, 2018 – March 31, 2019, be accepted as
presented. Motion Carried

One of the Licensed Lay Ministers turns a creative hand to making each Christian season unique and beautiful through
Altar arrangements and other meaningful arrangements
in the church. One Licensed Lay Minister continues her
ministry as part of the Prayer Chain which has been active since the early 1990’s and is also part of a Health
and Wellness Team which works with the Parish Nurse,

It was moved by Jerry Cavanagh and seconded by Georgia
Granchelli that the Association be given permission to use all
redacted documents of the Association which includes the
new name change. Motion Carried
With regard to the Medallions, it was indicated that we have
a number on hand which will be used until the supply is exhausted.
9. Treasurer’s Report
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to provide oversight and feedback.

c. Fall Conference 2019 – September 13-15

St. Peter’s, Eastern Passage/Christ Church, Cow Bay ~ The
Licensed Lay Ministers of the Parish of St. Peter’s, Eastern Passage continue to carry out their ministries under the direction of
their young and vital Rector, The Rev’d Cate Ratcliffe. Currently
there are four active Licensed Lay Ministers in the Parish. An additional four have either retired or become inactive, although
most continue to act as Eucharistic Ministers. The Parish currently has three Lay Ministers-in-Training.

The format for Saturday evening at the Conference is no longer
a “skit” format but rather more of a social gathering with wine
and cheese and music.

Due to changes to our service structure about a year ago, the need
to lead services and preach has greatly diminished for our group.
The new schedule allows the Rector to oversee all services. Some
Licensed Lay Ministers still preach and lead services occasionally. Three Licensed Lay Ministers and two Lay Ministers-inTraining take turns assisting with 10:30 Sunday Service at St Peter’s and one Licensed Lay Minister with one Lay Minister-inTraining provide support at the 9:00 service which alternates between St Peter’s and Christ Church in Cow Bay. We
do also have a monthly Ecumenical Evening Prayer
Service on the first Sunday evening of the month.
This is an informal service allowing the community
to come together for music and worship.
Two of the Licensed Lay Ministers are in a rotating schedule with
the Rector to lead an afternoon service at Ocean View Manor
once a month providing Home Communion to residents. As with
many parishes, Licensed Lay Ministers are involved in other activities of the Parish such as Parish Council, rock band for our
monthly Sunday evening Ecumenical Service, Parish Council,
SafeR Church Committee and various other committees. We are
excited for the future when we will add three more Licensed Lay
Ministers and are blessed to be able to provide this ongoing service in our Parish.
Barb Bergeron
Area Representative
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Sunday morning – What could be done on Sunday morning
now that the speaker does not do a session at that time? The following suggestions were offered – a workshop on a variety of
subjects; Lectio Divina; Life Review; Where have we encountered the issue of authority? What’s different in your Parish ?
What are your challenges?
Registration Fee – The Treasurer, Wayne Hamlin, reminded
everyone that the registration fee is $50 which is subsidized by
the Association.

5. Correspondence
Victoria Henrikson reported that the only correspondence was a
letter of resignation from Billie D. Myers who is the Area Representative for the Dartmouth Region. It was received with
thanks to Billie for her many years of service as the Dartmouth
Region representative.
6. Reports
a. Warden of Lay Readers – Warden’s Report contained in
the Spring 2019 issue of the Diakonia.
b. President’s Report – This report was also included in the
Spring 2019 issue of the Diakonia.
c. Board of Standards – The Rev. Tom indicated that the
documents of the Association have been updated to include the
name change to Licensed Lay Minister.
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The Rev. Tom was asked why it is necessary to have
“Licensed” in front of the title as the position is licensed by
the authority of the Bishop. The Rev. Carolyn Sharpe responded indicating that the word “authority” – is in order that
we “be ordered” (i.e. Bishop, Clergy, Deacons, Licensed Lay
Ministers, etc.). She suggested that a group from the Association should consider meeting with someone like Paul Jennings
to assist in discussion about this.
Victoria Henrikson cautioned the Licensed Lay Ministers
against using the acronym “LLM” as this has to do with
someone with a law degree and asked that they use the full
title when speaking or writing about their ministry.
b. Pastoral Care Ministry Training Video
The Rev. Tom indicated there is difficulty in developing a
video that would cover the pastoral care ministry and its many
parts. He said there are so many issues related to this ministry
- "All may, some should, none must.". He further stated that
people need to feel called to this ministry and trained. It is his
belief that the Association should not do training videos based
on the difficulties encountered.
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn said that in her Region, it is very difficult to get hospital permission to visit and it’s very complicated. She said that if at the end of worship someone needs to
talk about their “dying mother” for instance, then there should
be some basic training offered, through a video, on how to
handle this sort of Pastoral Care issue.
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn mentioned as well - Safe Talk – Suicide
Prevention; sensitivity training for visiting hospitals; confidentiality is so important; be aware of what region the hospital is in so as not to come into another’s jurisdiction. It all
comes back to being authorized by the Rector to do any Pastoral Care work on behalf of the Parish.
Diakonia
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EASTERN SHORE
Parish of Tangier
The Parish of Tangier has one Licensed Lay Minister and a Lay
Minister-in-Training in a seven point Parish. The Lay Minister-in
-training has had some medical issues so he is still in-training.
Hopefully he will become licensed sometime in 2020. Both continue to help their Rector, The Rev. Lorraine Otto in any way they
can - assisting in services, doing the Prayers of the People, administering the chalice, doing Morning and Evening Prayer and
other duties required from time to time.
The Licensed Lay Minister is still on the rotation for the Harbourview Nursing Home service which comes around about once a
month. They enjoy every minute of the work that they do and are
so blessed to have such a great leader in Rev. Lorraine. Neither
the Licensed Lay Minister nor the Lay Minister-in training were
able to attend the 2019 Annual Meeting in June or the Fall Conference in PEI, in September. Hopefully both will get to the 2020
Annual Meeting and the Fall Conference! It is so good for Lay
Ministers to get together and discover more about the journey
they are on.
Parish of Port Dufferin
The Licensed Lay Ministers in this Parish assist with Sunday Services; lead services when their Rector is absent; assist with Parish
Council meetings and Church meetings as well as with the Annual Parish meeting. They are involved with the promotion and assist with, "Open Churches", MORE Mission School, and attend
Bible Studies.
As part of their ongoing ministry, they pray
for the sick and visit the sick and shut-ins.
Licensed Lay Ministers provide support
and assistance to their Rector with funerals, visitations and prayers.
Shared Ministry of the Parishes of Musquodoboit and Ship
Harbour
Shared Ministry in two parishes with one Rector and one Associate Priest but with six church buildings can be a challenge. It's
Spring 2020

15

Diakonia

like putting together a 1,000 piece jigsaw puzzle in an hour, but God always works with
them, and the Licensed Lay Ministers do well
with God's help! The Parish always end up with
great ideas and “fun” events. There is always a
worship service on Sunday in each Parish unless a combined service is scheduled. Priests and Licensed Lay
Ministers meet every three months to schedule services, events
and articles for the Parishes’ Newsletter which is delivered or
mailed to all members of each Parish. Working together, sharing
and fellowship are wonderful experiences.
Instead of a beach retreat this past Summer, a service of Direction, Prayer, Readings and Music was held on the Railway Museum grounds in Musquodoboit Harbour. This was well received
and enjoyed and no mosquitoes attended!
Licensed Lay Minister, Debbie Mills has rejoined us in duties and
newly Licensed Lay Minister, Christine Mitchell is ready to assume more duties. They thank all for their prayers and support.
Licensed Lay Ministers will be assuming more duties, etc. as The
Rev. Marilyn recovers from surgery. We are adding more Combined Services with Morning Prayer being led by the Licensed
Lay Ministers.
“Combined” and “Shared” are two words that are bringing our
two Parishes together to help all on their/our Faith Journey!
Parish of Seaforth
True to our mission and vision statements, we developed in the
past year, the following statements:
Mission Statement: “Building a Christ centred community, Rich
in Faith, Hope, Fellowship and Love”, and our Vision Statement:
“We invite and welcome everyone, and engage 88 new members
to our church community by 2025.
We have moved from being a five-church Parish to a single
church Parish. Doing this is not an easy task and tests congregants, executive and ministers in ways we could never imagine.
Diakonia
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DaphneBeeler, St. Mark’s, Halifax; Gail Lightfoot, St. James,
Kentville; Keith Hussey, Parish of Neil’s Harbour; Rebecca
Lane, Sydney; LeRoy Peach, Port Morien and Donna MacDonald, North Sydney.
3. Approval of the Minutes of the AGM, June 02, 2018, St.
James Anglican Church, Kentville
Just before the motion to accept the Minutes was put, Victoria
Henrikson, Secretary, extended a thank you to Pauline Liengme, for having taken a portion of the Minutes of the June 02,
2018 AGM.
It was moved by Ted MacDonald and seconded by Georgina
Granchelli, that the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
of the Association held on June 2, 2018 at St. James Anglican
Church, Kentville, be approved. Motion Carried
4. Business Arising from the 2018 AGM Minutes
a. Diocesan Synod 2019 – The Rev. Tom said he felt there
were respectful comments on the Resolution to Synod to provide for a change of name from Lay Reader to Licensed Lay
Minister. In addition, he indicated that although the motion
passed, there were abstentions and nays.
He was asked if this would diminish any one’s ministry in
Parishes. The Rev. Tom responded that everybody’s ministry
is to be respected.
The Rev. Tom pointed out that this change of name to Licensed Lay Minister does not mean that you can attend Clericus as the status and authority of the ministry has not
changed. He did say that in some Dioceses and countries,
there is a greater importance placed on training and this is
something the Board of Standards and Association Executive
will look at in the future.
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association
of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island
June 01, 2019
Camp Bretondean, Albert Bridge, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia

The day started at 9 am with a warm welcome to Cape Breton and
Camp Bretondean by The Rev. Tom Henderson, Warden of the
Licensed Lay Ministers’ Association.
A celebration of the Eucharist was then led by The Rev. Tom,
with the homily given by the Cape Breton Regional Dean, The
Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharpe.
Following the Eucharist, there was a time of fellowship and refreshments followed by the Annual General Meeting at 10:50
a.m.
1. Welcome
The Rev. Tom welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that due to illness f both the President and the Vice
President of the Association were unable to be present. He said
that at the request of the President of the Association, he would
be chairing the meeting. He also welcomed the Regional Dean,
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharpe to the meeting. Following this,
all present prayed the Licensed Lay Ministers’ prayer.

There were 21 in attendance.
2. Regrets
The Chair then asked for regrets and the following names
were offered: David Harrison, President of the Association;
Marilyn Massie-Clarke, Vice President of the Association;
The Rev. Darlene Jewers, Clergy Representative – Board of
Standards; Shirley Williams, Past President of the Association; Dennis Eisan, Member of the Board of Standards; Anne
Williams, Area Representative – Chignecto; Billie Myers, Area Representative – Dartmouth; and Licensed Lay Ministers Diakonia
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As church points were closed, there were fewer opportunities to practice as a Licensed Lay Minister
since there is a Rector and an Associate Parish Priest in this Parish. However, since I have been Senior Warden of the Parish during this period, it has shown me the many ways the gift of lay
ministry can be called upon as one goes about a Warden's tasks in
these circumstances.
The depth of pain, loss and grief congregations go through as
churches are closed is heart rending. Yet, as we share in this pain
both as individuals and disparate congregations coming together,
it is our shared faith in Christ's words and teachings which carries
us through with hope for the future. It is one thing to stand before
a congregation and lead a worship service but quite another to
experience baring witness within a group of people deep in pain
and grief trying to make the best decisions they can for the future.
This to me is lay ministry, trying to live the word in a complicated world.
Strong faith within the congregation has ensured our newly renamed church “All Apostles by The Sea” in the parish of Seaforth
is alive and well carrying Christ's light and message of hope and
love for years to come. It takes breaks like this to give perspective
on what has been accomplished in the past year. The Parish has
come a long way in the past year.
Parish of Ecum Secum
This Parish is still without a Rector. Visiting Clergy from the Parish of Port Dufferin does services twice to three times a month
and the only Licensed Lay Minister there leads Morning and
Evening Prayer the opposite weeks when she is able. She took the
Winter months off because of the hardship of getting around as
she does not drive. One of the Churches in the Parish is closing St. John's, Necum Teuch. St. Barnabas Church is doing massive
repairs and they have sold their hall.
I continue to encourage all Licensed Lay Ministers in this Region
to attend the Annual Meeting in the spring and the Fall Conference if they can. What uplifting experiences. It is my hope that all
the Parishes in the Eastern Shore Region will keep me informed
of what they are doing so I can include their information in my
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article for the Diakonia. It is always interesting to see what other
Licensed Lay Ministers are doing. God be with us all as we do
His work.
With prayers and blessings,
Judy Beaver
SOUTH SHORE
Parish of St. John’s Anglican Church, Lunenburg - There is
nothing new for St. John’s Parish. Our duties are the same; all
Licensed Lay Ministers are now wearing the new Licensed Lay
Minister medallion. We have eight Licensed Lay Ministers and
two Lay Ministers-in-Training. St. John’s Anglican Church is
well blessed with a dynamic, uplifting and passionate Minister
Laura Marie.

Parish of French Village, established in 1832, consists of four
churches on the inner shores of St. Margaret’s Bay.
There are currently five Licensed Lay Ministers in the Parish carrying out together the following aspects of ministry: Preaching
sermons; Leading Prayers of the People (this is done by members
of the congregation also); Leading non-Eucharist services; Serving on the Liturgy Planning Team; Reading the lessons, but this is
also open to members of our congregation. All of the Licensed
Lay Ministers are also Eucharistic Ministers. The following ministries have been carried out by one or more
of the Licensed Lay Ministers - officiating at a burial
service; along with the Priest, participating in Baptism
preparation; Home Communion; and leading Christian
education programs.
For over fifteen years the Parish partnered with a Fair Trade coffee co-operative in the Oaxaca region of Mexico. This coffee was
sold to parishioners and friends in the community and profits
from the sales were sent to Buena Vista, a mountain village with
tenuous connections to the outside world. A member of our Parish formed a close relationship with Father Frans Vanderhoff, the
Diakonia
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village priest/missionary in Buena Vista, who also happens to be
the founder of the Fair Trade movement.
Each year Father Vanderhoff was contacted to find out what the
village most needed. The first project we worked together on was
a satellite dish for communications; its installation meant the end
of hours of running along sinuous mountain paths just to reach a
telephone in the case of an emergency. Over the years other annual projects included materials to build a small school, a generator
to supply electricity for a computer which connects via the satellite dish and for outdoor lighting at night, as well as equipment to
start a small fish farm. At other times there were urgent needs so
Father Vanderhoff suggested further education would be beneficial for youth finishing high school, including three young women whose college education we funded.
We are in regular contact with Father Frans and had the privilege
of welcoming him to our Parish on two occasions when he was in
Canada promoting the Fair Trade initiative. Unfortunately, our
coffee project came to an end a couple of years ago after changes
to the distribution system led to difficulties obtaining coffee. Our
last two projects were to replace coffee plants which had succumbed to rust disease with new resistant varieties, and to help
with reconstruction of the village after a series of earthquakes.

Blessing
Go forth into the world with justice
and compassion in your heart.
Give voice to the silent.
Give strength to the weak.
Hear one another.
See one another.
Care for one another.
And love one another.
It’s all that easy.
And it’s all that hard.
Diakonia
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Each Christmas and Easter it has been a custom in the Parish to
take flower orders from members and community friends in
memory or celebration of loved ones. This past Christmas a decision was made to rethink the memorial program and, rather than
buying flowers for the church, the money will be channeled to the
PWRDF “World of Gifts” program. The original goal was to
raise the $450 needed to buy one
farm. Instead, through the generosity of donors, we raised enough funds to purchase seven farms,
with enough left over to also purchase seeds and a few farm animals. Through the PWRDF our donations were matched six times
by the Canadian Government.
This Easter we plan a similar project. In Buena Vista the new
coffee plants are finally mature enough to produce their first
small crop, but the farmers are also looking at the possibility of
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growing cacao in some of the lower areas of the mountains. Our
“Easter Chocolate” plan will encourage memorials in the form of
monetary donations to help with the cost of materials and
seedlings to start a one hectare test plot.
Another outreach project that began this fall is the formation of a
group called Neighbourhood Soup Servants. One morning a
month they gather to make a nutritious soup and then fan out to
deliver it to people in the area who they feel would welcome a
ready-to-eat meal, and perhaps enjoy a short visit from the person
making the delivery. The soup is made in
one of our Parish church kitchens by members of the Parish and the wider community. Friends and neighbours have joined
with us in the preparation and deliveries.
We now take soup and a bread roll to over
fifty persons per month.

Our Parish has found that the key to outreach is being creative
and open when an opportunity presents itself, whether it’s far
away, or in your own community.
Parish of Chester - Greetings from the Licensed Lay Ministers
of the Parish of Chester. We are three in number and rotate Sundays serving Fr. Ian at God’s altar. When required, we also lead
Morning and Evening prayer and assist at funerals. At present we
are probably underutilized but love what we do. As an aging Parish, there is never a shortage of needs to be met, therefore, each
of us, according to our gifts, minister to the community and
throughout the parish where and where and when needed.
The Parish of New Germany is fortunate to have four Licensed
Lay Ministers. Our Parish has a quarter-time priest, who has the
summers off, which allows the Licensed Lay Ministers to continue rotating preaching and conducting the services with the help of
The Rev. Catherine Robar, Associate Priest and The Rev. Gordon
Druggett, Honorary Assistant Priest. One of the Licensed Lay
Ministers and her husband have started a Community Café in our
parish hall on Thursdays bringing a wide variety of people from
the community and surrounding areas to enjoy fellowship.
Diakonia
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ways of keeping this listing up-to-date and we very much appreciate your help. For those of you who receive the Diakonia by
Canada Post because you do not have an email address, should
this change, please let us know so we can send it to you by email.
We do this as one way of living out our Baptismal covenant “to
protect and sustain the life of the earth”. It is more important now
than ever in our lives that we do what we can to help heal the
earth.
Keeping in touch is so very important to our Association and
that’s why we have been working to bring you news of what is
happening with Licensed Lay Ministers in our Diocese. It is good
for us to hear about the ministries they are involved with and new
and exciting ministries happening in their Parish.
One of the ministries I am involved with in at my Parish is Pastoral Care. It is my plan to stay in touch with those whom I would
normally visit with face to face and bring Home Communion to.
And the Pastoral Care team is also looking at ways of reaching
out to those in the congregation showing that we care about how
they are doing. How have you been reaching out to stay connected with your sisters and brothers in Christ?
As the days go by, I am hoping to find some time to pay attention
to my favorite scripture - “Be still and know that I am God” from
Psalm 46:10. Are you finding that you are focusing more on your
personal relationship with Jesus? Have you been longing to just
rest in his presence? I pray you will carve out some time for
yourself to do just that. It’s a perfect time to do so.
My greatest loss during this unusual time in my life is not being
able to hug my grandchildren and all those people I love and hold
dear and this also includes my church family. It’s going to be the
sweetest gift when can reach out in this way again. However, until we can do so use whatever means you can—phone, internet,
facetime - to stay in touch with those in your congregations letting them know of God’s love for them.
Many blessings and please remain well.
Victoria Henrikson
Diakonia Editor
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derson remains our Priest-in-Charge and the Parish is thankful for
his wise counsel.
Ted MacDonald
Area Representative

From the Editor’s Desk

How have you been weathering this time of stepping back from
so much of what is normal for us in our ministries?

My husband and I are staying put in our home. This has become a
time of reflection, listening to music, watching a variety of worship services being televised. In fact, I spent Sunday, March 22
watching the following: The Archbishop of Canterbury from Canterbury Cathedral in England; my own Parish, The Church of
Saint Andrew in Cole Harbour led by Archdeacon Katherine
Bourbonniere; The Archbishop Ron Cutler and Dean Paul Smith
from All Saints Cathedral in Halifax, and The Rector of St.
John’s, Lunenburg, The Rev. Laura Marie Piotrowicz. Now as
you can see I was able to take in these many services in just about
the same time I would have spent before the service and after the
service in my own Parish on a normal Sunday. Wow! What a
beautiful time it was.
This unplanned time has also allowed me to focus on this issue of
the Diakonia and the Database. I need to give a shout out to my
husband, Victor, for all his help with both of these. Now this is
your part - We need your help as we try our best to stay in touch.
Let us know when you change your email address, your phone
number, your mailing address; if you retired from being Licensed
Lay Minister; if you know of another Licensed Lay Minister in
your Parish who has moved from your Parish or if someone has
been called home to be with God. You are one of the important
Diakonia
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St. James, Mahone Bay - At the present time we have five Licensed Lay Ministers and hope that number will increase shortly.
We assist with services, with the Eucharist on a regular basis and
take services when needed. A month ago our priest left our Parish
but we have been blessed with the arrival of Bishop David
Torraville, who will be with us for the next year. We hope that we
will be able to be of assistance to him.
Parish of St. Martins, Chester Basin - A note from Grace Anglican Church, Parish of St. Martin's formerly St. John's Anglican,
Church Chester Basin – There are two active Licensed Lay Ministers at Grace Anglican Church who were involved with the two
Ash Wednesday services on February 26th. The Parish has tentative plans for a MayFest Yard Sale and BBQ to be
held the first weekend in May and the Lobster Roll
take-out in June and October. Due to renovations in
our church, we are quite excited to see and enjoy the
changes. Many thanks, to all who have worked so hard to bring
about new beginnings.
VALLEY
Digby Trinity Anglican Church – The Parish has two Licensed
Lay Ministers and they alternate services, assisting the Priest with
Holy Communion, Baptisms, and any special services. Preparing
and delivering the Prayers of the People each week, as well as
reading the Psalm sometimes is part of their duties. They have
helped train young servers and crucifer and sometimes process as
crucifer. This year conducting home communions for shut-ins and
as well as at the Tideview nursing home is allowing the Licensed
Lay Ministers to use their gifts and talents in another ministry Also in the absence of the Priest, they conduct Morning Prayer services and prepare and deliver sermons.
Digby-Weymouth - The Licensed Lay Ministers in the Parish
assisted with fifty Holy Eucharist services and officiated at ten
Morning Prayer Services.
Parish of Bridgetown - We have a new name! The former Lay
Readers are now to be known as “Licensed Lay Ministers.”
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Under the enthusiastic and prayerful guidance of our part-time
Priest, The Reverend Deborah Lonergan-Freake, the Parish of
Bridgetown’s Licensed Lay Ministers have certainly broadened
their horizons in 2019. Rev. Deb encourages them to take an active part in the Sunday service, including leading Morning Prayer
one service per month. Three Licensed Lay Ministers and the
Postulant have been participating in this way. There is now a Lay
Minister-in-Training and Eucharistic Ministers to also assist them
and the Priest with the Eucharist. Connie Hannam, who is now
retired, is a valuable resource to the current Licensed Lay Ministers. One of the Licensed Lay Ministers, with Connie’s help, continues to prepare the list of Readers,
Servers and Eucharistic Ministers.
Three Licensed Lay Ministers, along
with Connie, do pastoral visiting.
The Priest has trained a small group to deliver home communion,
a service which had lapsed over the past several years. Rev. Deb
brings communion to residents of Mountain Lea Lodge, Croskill
Court, The Meadows, Grace Haven, the Annapolis Nursing Home
and private homes and encourages the Licensed Lay Ministers to
join her. It is quite a challenge to coordinate this large and busy
group who come from distances beyond the physical boundaries
of the Parish of Bridgetown. The need is there: we are being
called to allow the Holy Spirit to guide us in this work.
At this time, we would like to mention the work of the “alongsiders” (often parishioners, who, because of ill health, are unable
to come to church on a regular basis) whose job it is to maintain a
prayer list and pray for those in need of prayer. It is a good way to
keep them connected.
The Licensed Lay Ministers would like to thank The Rev. Deb for
her leadership skills, her unfailing support, her clear vision of
Christ's call to us as Licensed Lay Ministers, and for Jim, who
ensures that Rev. Deb gets to her many destinations safely.
Parish of St. James, Brooklyn - Let every person in calling
wherein they are called and their work will be as sacred as the
work of the Ministry. It is not what they do that determines
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whether the work is sacred or secular, it is why they do it.
There are two churches in the Parish - St. James, Brooklyn and
St. John the Baptist, Poplar Grove. The Parish takes strength in
that it has people who provide different ministries in both churches. They appreciate their time and talents which are all offered on
a volunteer basis. Most churches pay for everything that is done
from paperwork to maintenance but in this Parish, those tasks are
done because it is considered their duty to do so. Two Licensed
Lay Ministers do the scheduling of Services, Readers, Greeters
and Clergy for three months at a time. There are three Licensed
Lay Ministers in our parish and one Lay Minister-in-training.
There are two others who lead services. Three Eucharistic Ministers assist clergy when doing Holy Eucharist, and one Licensed
Lay Minister takes communion to the nursing homes, hospitals
and shut-ins.
The year has been a productive one with maintaining the services.
There have been forty-seven services in the Parish. At St. James,
there were thirty-eight and at St. John the Baptist, there were
nine. Of these services, fourteen were clergy led and thirty-three
laity led. Two services were cancelled due to weather. Commander Rev. Jennifer Gosse celebrated Easter Sunday at St. James, St.
John the Baptist Patronal and St. James Patronal. Rev. Lisa
Vaughn celebrated the Old Fashion Christmas Service at St. John
the Baptist on December 23rd and Captain Rev. Mark Sceviour
celebrated Christmas Eve at St. James December 24th. Note
that St. John the Baptist closes after the December 23rd service and opens the Sunday after Easter. During the summer
there are services every second week. March 3 was a joint
service of World day of Prayer hosted with the United
Church.
One Licensed Lay Minister has celebrated sixty-three Feria communions. Commander Rev. Jennifer Gosse, in addition to her military duties, has taken on Jollymore. However she has graciously
helped by providing the Parish with one of her chaplains, Captain
Rev. Mark Sceviour, who with Rev Lisa Vaughn, makes themselves available for Holy Eucharist. Archdeacon Rev. Tom Hen-
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