DIOCESAN LAY READERS’ ASSOCIATION
of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island
ANNUAL MEETING – June 8, 2013
The Diocesan Lay Readers’ Association Annual Meeting was
held in Christ Church, Stellarton on June 8, 2013. Wade Seymour, President was in the chair.
We began the morning with Holy Eucharist held in Christ
Church. The Reverend Tom Henderson preached the sermon. Following the service we then proceeded to the hall for the Registration of Lay Readers and the Annual Meeting.
The meeting was called to order by the President, Wade
Seymour who welcomed everyone. We opened with the Lay
Readers’ Prayer. Wade asked everyone to introduce themselves.
PRESENT – were Wade Seymour, President; The Reverend Tom Henderson, Warden; Shirley Williams, Vice-President;
Dennis Eisan, Past President; Wayne Hamlin, Treasurer; and Marie Ayotte, Secretary and 25 members of the Lay Readers’ Association.
REGRETS – Gail Lightfoot, Louis Hillier, Peggy Hamlin,
Alan Turner, Joan Halsey, Marilyn Massey Clark.
MINUTES – In the second last line of page 2 of the
minutes delete the word “association.”
Vicki Henrikson moved and Dennis Eisan seconded that
the minutes of the Annual Meeting of May 26, 2012 be accepted
as circulated and corrected. Carried.
CORRESPONDENCE – None.
BUSINESS ARISING – Diakonia - If you do not receive
a copy of the Diakonia, please see Vicki before you leave. We are
doing well with the mailings. If you have any changes, please let
Vicki know. She mentioned a couple of names she has lost contact with and received information from members. She hopes you
are enjoying the Diakonia and would love to hear any ideas people may have. You might “gently” ask to see if your parish has
sent in the Parochial Returns including the names of Lay Readers.
The Reverend Tom says the Diocesan office has gone to a digital
format and it is taking longer than usual to get the information in
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to the Diocese.
BOARD OF STANDARDS – The Reverend Tom says
that The Reverend Tricia Ingram has been appointed to the Board
of Standards. Warren Tay has resigned as the Ministries Committee no longer exists. Tom will be discussing the replacement of
this position with the Bishop. To whom do the Lay Readers now
report any changes?
LAY READERS’ SYLLABUS – The person doing the
course last spring had to withdraw because of other commitments.
We will be continuing using other resources. In the spring a student did an introductory video as a prototype and it was well done.
We are hoping to have him back to do more of this work. We are
also looking at someone else if he can’t work with us. We hope to
have it finished this year. Lay Readers training is still going on,
but it is sporadic. The Diocese of Edmonton has a course on line.
This is an interim measure. Ask anyone interested in doing the
course to please contact Tom. Anyone wishing to run a course
must get permission from the Warden, Tom Henderson before doing the course. Anne Sheck had a concern about receiving licenses. Tom addressed her concerns.
REPORTS – The Warden’s and the President’s reports are
printed in the last issue of the Diakonia. Judy Beaver moved and
Barbara Duncan seconded that these two reports be accepted as
circulated. Carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Wayne Hamlin moved the
acceptance of his report included in the Annual Meeting booklet.
It was audited by Cecil Verge for the year April 1, 2012 to March
31, 2013. Seconded by David Harrison. Carried.
Budget - Wayne Hamlin asked members to add the beginning balance of $8,977.69 to the income and under expenses add
Education, $4,000 and surplus $4,977.69. There are plans to subsidize some of our conferences and also pay for the video tapes for
the Lay Readers’ course.
FALL CONFERENCE – will be held at Bethany Centre,
Antigonish from October 25 to 27, 2013 and the speaker will be
The Reverend Lynn Uzans. We will be going to Belcourt Centre
in Rustico, PEI in 2014.
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SURVEY – Shirley Williams said that out of 400 surveys printed in the Diakonia, she only received 20 replies. She
gave the statistics from those 20 reports.
NAME – There was discussion of the use of the name
“Lay Readers” and the duties of Lay Readers.
RATIFICATION OF CURRENT EXECUTIVE – David Harrison was nominated to the position of Vice-President.
He accepted. Elected.
EXECUTIVE
Warden
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Diakonia Editor

The Reverend Tom Henderson
(appointed by the Bishop)
Shirley Williams
David Harrison
Marie Ayotte
Wayne Hamlin
Vicki Henrikson

BOARD OF STANDARDS
The Reverend Tom Henderson
The Reverend Tricia Ingram
Shirley Williams
Gerald Nelson
Dennis Eisan
Anne Sheck
Each member of the Executive is appointed for two
years except the Warden of the Lay Readers’ which is appointed
by the Bishop, and the immediate past president. Each member
can re-offer for election after they have served their term.
AREA REPRESENTATIVES
Prince Edward Island
vacant
Cape Breton
Bill Boutilier
Northern Nova Scotia
Pauline Liengme
Chignecto
Anne Sheck
Eastern Shore
Judy Beaver
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Dartmouth
Halifax
Fort Sackville
Annapolis Valley
South Shore

Billie Myers
Vacant
Vacant
Jo-Anne Macdonald
Roger Demone

These volunteers as area representatives were thanked for
their commitment and declared elected.
Wayne Hamlin moved that Cecil Verge be appointed as
auditor. Ethel Nelson seconded Carried.
David Harrison moved that the offering be donated to the
Pictou County Food Bank. Barbara Duncan seconded. It was
suggested that the offering of $97.50 be increased to $100.00.
Agreed.
MEMBERS’ CONCERNS – It was suggested that the
web page be updated. Tom will speak with Don Eldershaw and
discuss our concerns with him.
What is the purpose of the association? Education mainly,
fellowship, information as to what is happening in other churches.
We need to remember we are licensed to serve under the Rector
of our church.
THANK YOU – Wade Seymour wished to thank everyone
for their support over the last two years and hope we support the
incoming members of the executive.
NEXT ANNUAL MEETING – St. Peter’s, Birch Cove,
Halifax on June 7, 2014.
Wade Seymour moved that the meeting be adjourned.
Respectfully submitted
Marie Ayotte, Secretary
After lunch our program facilitator, The Reverend Canon Dr.
Jody Clarke, Dean of Academic Studies at A.S.T. spoke about “A
Spirituality Based on Passion.”
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